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IT IS VIRTUAL CONFISCATION

> ——ump

That Is What Taxation Means Now-a-
Days to the Suffering People of

Chicago.

Side-Burns Baker Makes His Usual Yawp
About Pure Primaries and Over-
Paid Police,

But Fails to S8ay Anything About the Tax-
Dodgers Who Do the
Bribing.

Mayor Swift Gives Him Some Valuable Hints,
However, in Strong, Terse, Plain
Terms.

It b only o step Crom the position in
to whieh loeal taxation has now drife-
il nnd contisention.

No one Is to blanmwe for this but our
sosen e “pabilie spivited cltizens,” whio
form themselves Into assoclations for
the purpose of cleaning nlleys amd de-
femding compunles that sell lee to the
people. which I cot from frozen sew-
N,

These “publie splivitod eltlgens”™ an
the fellows who bribe the Assessors 1o
make thely mxen low, and theén howl
uhout “pure primavies,”

fileago’s leaders [n “public spirit™ ax
i rule, are men who glndly commit per-
Jury to esenpe payment of o just per-
sonal propery wmx, and who do not hes-
Itate 1o commit hreibery In the Interest
of o low renl estate valuntion,

This v no exaggeration,

The tnxnble vadluntion of Chiengo, ne
cording 1o the  Assessors’  hooks, s
twenty milllons of dollurs less toslay
then It was twenty yeurs ago!

And the elty In five times Ineger to-
ilay thon It was then!

he burdens of government amd tnx-
atlon, thus shivked by the vleh, fall
upon the shoulders of the poor, nud the
restlt Ik nn enormous Incerense In the
mxes of honest people who can 1
ulford to stand the vlse,

The rate Jumped from 87 on the $100
In 1814 to over 810 on the $100 In 1805,

This I due to the action of the Binte
RBourd of Egqunlizstion, n lwxly kept in
existence for the purpose of helplug out
“publle spivited clizens” who do not
wint to pay thely Just dues, #

The Mmte Board Just walts untll the
Ansessors have tfixed up thelr books.

In the meantime the “publle apirited”
milllonnires have fixed up things and
tell the Riate Board to go ahead, h
goes abiemd, and adds 17 per cent on
lots, 20 per cont on lnmds and 10 per
cont on personal property that has heen
honestly nssessed,

Thils hmrts the small taxpayer, for the
hig fellow has taken cnre of himself,

The town of North Chilengo suffers
less than elther of the Bouth or West
Towns,

So it s n fale eriterion to go by,

Flgures do not le,

Here I8 the comparative statement of
mx rantes for the town of North hl-
cigo for the yeurs 1802-0-4-0 on K100,

Civie Federatlon and  the Boawrd of
Trade, wos nsked by Prestdem King
to mnke an nddress,

Mr. Buker took occnston 1o eritheine
the prresent adminbstetion, and It was
this which provoked the sensationnl
reply of the Mayor. The statements o
which Mayor Bwift took the strongest
vxceptions were these;

1 know of no reason why Insatilelent
serviee Tn the Clty Hall shonld be paid
n higher rate of wages than imerehnnts
pay for inetlelent service for the same
hours of Inbor, The policeen of this
elty are pald higher woges than nine-
tenths of them could get In any other
werviee for which they are capable,

*1 rend In 0 newspaperp o stutement
made by the chnlrmoan of the Finnnes
Committee—1 may b allowed 10 refer
to 0t for he s o member of the doml-
it pavty—that four men are employ-
vill where two could do the work, s
some pre cmployed In mlnor servicex
who ave not vogquivesd ot all. Now, |1
do not kKnow thar this Is o trae stite-
ment, 1 woulll ke to see the reform
begin vight there, Lot us eat our cont
necording o the cloth we have,
In what you would de, Mr. Chalrmun,
It an emergency should arise In your
Dusliness,

“There I great deal of feeling in the
town now about giving franchises o
the streets to cable rallvonds amd o
other corportions without compensi-
thon 1 do not belleve n single vdlrond
or other corporation should even be
nllowed to use the streets w ltlmm e
pensiation to the elry,”

My, Boker had hardly sat down when
Muyor Bwirt was on s feet 1o reply.
He was highly wronght up und spoke
wlth o total disregnrd of the veception
hiv words might recelve,  Stlll he guve
but Hetle ourward slgn of exeltement
more than speaking in o more than op-
ey Impressive tone, and his sen-
wneer were pronouneed slowly, and
vaeh one carerully welghed hefore e
Ing formulated, e was  evidontly
mueh In carnest gl his andience lix-
tened I nmnzement, but with deep at-
tentlon while e spoke an follows;

“The gentlounn has referred 1o o
stintement supposed to have been made
by u mewber of the City Counell In
which he sald there were four wen do-
Ing the work where two only were ro-

us equallzed by Bnte Bonnd; muived.  In answer o thiat 1 will state
1805, I8, | IR, Inug,
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The Btate Board added to assessors'
valuation for 1805, 17 per cent. on lots,
20 per cent, on Jands and 10 per cent.
on personal property,

Now, what Is the remedy for all this?

A number of leading cltizsens, some
of whom are well posted on the wub-
Ject from personsl experience, spoke
on the matter at the Commercial Club
banquet Baturday night.

Mayor Bwift had spoken at the open-
ingy glving a statement of Chiengo's
wonetary embarrassments and what he
cousidered thelr cause, Joseph Medill
had followed with suggestions of a rem-
edy he consldered practicable, and then
Willlam T, mh President of the

It s absolutely untrue, 1 will further
stute that in conversation with the
Commissioner of Public Works he told
me he had nine men repalring bridges
and vinduets, and four of the nine kept
thelr berths through the Aldermen,

“He speaks of Increased revenues
from waloons. What Is the question
which presents itself to the snloon-keep-
or when nsked to Increase his leense?
This Is It;: Why not make the tax-
dodger come to the front and pay his
Just progortion of the taxes, and untll
you do that don't go to the saloon man
and ask him to pay more,

“The present Mayor, within sixty
days, has vetoed a half-dosen ordin-

1"l ¢

mnees passed by your representatives
giving space in the strects to reprosen-
ttlve property-owners, who came to thy
Common Connell and asked for them,

“Who Is It that cones into the Com
mon Counell and asks for sach privi
legen?  Who Ik It whe ave aecused of
offering bribes for such franchilses? 1t
Is Just the same ones, the same prom-
Inent cltizens that come into the same
Councll Chnmber nnd ask them w glve
them the vight to ocvupy spiwve under
Your streeis,

*1 tell yon these questions come home,
Talk abom annrchy: wlk alvnt bresl-
I the splrit of communism! What
dows It more than the represeniative
citheen of Chleago, your high-tomel
huslness men, your patreiothe men, your
prominent eltigens of Chleago are the
men who knock ot the door of the Conn-
cll il axk for legnl franchises? 1 Is
not the common pwople,

“Pnke the remedy, then, Inw your
own homes, Into your clrele of proml-
uent hiislness men, and teaeh them pa-
triotlsm. 1 wefute the statement that
this government Is not economieally ad-
ministeral, It s,

“Wha tixes the salavies of the poljee:?
Your representatives, the people whom
you send to the Counell, ‘here 8 moeh
for you gentlemen, representative men,
ad 1 belleve 1 address representntive
menl, husiness men—suecessinl bhusiness
men=to do and you have o dury o per-
form,

“Whoe bribes the Common Connell
It s not men in the common walks of
Hre, They ave men In your own wilks
of Hee, sitting by your firesldes, ot your
clulm,

“Is bt your wen o the common walks
of e that demand bribes and who e
celve breibes  at the hands of the logls.
Intive bandles or the Common Connell
Now It s your vepresentative cltizen,
your eapimlisis, your business men,
When have they come to the Front,
clther Individunlly or collectively, and
Invelghed agalnst (s watter of ol
tining franchisesy  When will they
come to the front, Individually or col-
leetively, and ask of the Common Coun.
el ndeguate remuneration for the chiy?
Never, to my knowledge,

“Whao s responsible for the condition
of affulrs in the clry of Chlengo  Your
representative business men. 16 un ox-
wessor grows rieh while in office, with
whom does he divide? Not with the
common people.  He divides with the
man who tempts bhim to moake o low
assessment, pot the man who has the
hinuble little house, but the capltnlist
and the business man, These are plain
words, hut they are true,

*1 will tell you n gowl work for your
Civie Federation, Brother Baker, and
I belleve you are honest, and 1 have
found you honest In every endeavor,
Confine your theorles und efforts in the
next three months to elect to the City
Council six or elght represcutative busi.
ness wen, Give we Lyman J, dage
from the ‘Twenty-second Ward; glve

give me E. 4, Kelth from the Becond
Ward. Let them come over any Mon-
day nlght and witness the scenes I have
witnessed, and they will cenwe tinlking
about theorles, and understand better
the conditlons which face the citigens
and the city of Chicago.”

*I have nothing to take back or
amend,” sald Mayor Bwirt after it wan
over. “There Is one thing, however,

lludlnmuu_l. but forgot to say In my

me Charles B, Farwell from his ward;

GEN. R. J. SMITH,

A Leader in the Insurance Worlc—Secretary of the Traders Insurance Company.

spevell, When the Unlon I.ﬂup ardi-
manes was under consddemtion these
e el enme oo me nnd Degged me
under no conusbiderntion to demand any
recompense for o the eliy, s the loop
was sneh o necossary thing, ‘Then they
went lnte court afrerwards gl aonder
with seknowledged they hind pecelved
From X5.000 to K150 aplece for giving
thelr consent 1o the passage of that
same ordivanes,*

WHAT MR, THOMABS SAYH,

The Present Fouth Town Asscssor
Aurces with th: Mayor,

Awmbrose L, Thonas, Routh "Cown
Ansesinor, I commenting on the Bwift
und Baker specehies, snid:

“From my own experience 1 Know the
Mayor Is pevfeetly vight I sayihng the
Present systeim of assessiments = nbsao.
Iitely wreong and Ingasgunte, 1 mnst
be clunged,  The thing canuot go on as
It Is mueh longer, ‘1I'he vadienl fanlt Is
the shortess of thoe allowed the as-
wessors for dolig the work, 1t Ik shinply
a physical and human impossibility for
nny mun o mnke equitable assessnients

In Justler to himselt or o the property- |

owners In the length of thoe now al-
lowl,

“There st e some Bew way to get
ue I,
wortld be for n bhoard of, say, three s
sisss for the whole clry, elected forn
tert of not less than three years; possi-
bly It would be better IF the term were
Ave yonrs, Tt would be gy goad plan 1o
huve the nssessors elected at diforont |
thimes, so that the tevims of all thvee
wonld not explre e same yYear.  The |
ussessor's offlee should be open e
whole yenr romd,  New nssessiins
it el estante should e nde ongee ev-
ey fone yenrs, AN assessinents shonkl
e e on petual eashe valuation or
on an araltenry pereentage of the ensh
vitlmntlon,  With plenty of eompetent
help 1 think his wonld come near
remedy ing the evil,

SAR Ot present handled the Assessor's
otfice Is open from May 1 1o July 1,
anmd the element of te Is the worst
featire of the systenn,. When o new
nun tnkes the ottiee e has no thine
muke new assessients,  The old ones
o through on precedent, and in many |
cises they have been doing this for |
years. 1t is vidieulons to think of fufy |
ansessients in the thine the assessop
has 1o do the work,

“This Ix my fest year in the otiee amld
it will be my last. 1 have had enough.
I am not o candldate for reclection,
When | wok the office nlne-tenths of
the ussessments went through on pre-
ceddent,  There was nothing olse to do,
We worked day and nlght and on Sun-
duys rvight up to the last day, aml 1
am willing to go on record as saying
thut no man con make equitable axsess-
ments under the present system,

“here Iv no way to dodge the axsess-
ment, I suppose what the Mayor meant
wils 4 property-owner might influence
the ussessor's office to mnke a low as.
sessmment. The owner has redress for
too high assessments, but nobody In go-
Ing to complain If his assessnent Is
too low, 1 do not know how the sys-
tem cun be changed unless by act of
legislnture, This wonld be a goml
time to change it, now that discussion
of thae thing has been started,

“Under the present system If o mis-
take Is made it Is likely to run along
for years before a new assegsment ls

[ 1% no thue o ook them wp,
Creports o wrong villuation the A ssexs-

The best plan 1 conld think of |

made,  Te = manirest
thnt all pssessments shonbd e pde on
the same pereentage of valuation gl
tixes For all parts of the olty should e
cguituble,  This s not so ot present, |
never had any meoting with the othey
ussessors,  Fach part of the ¢lty s now
on un apparently  Independent basis,
I thee thideey-one towns of Cook Coun-
1y Just year abour B4 in tixes
were rilsed, My otflee, or the South
Town of Chleago, rilsed S5L20000 of
the whole amount,

Tl systenr st e el

elinged soomn, 1 think the best thineg

[ the

o everylunly

il |

0.W. POTTER FEARS A REVOLT.

He Says that the
mined Not to

People Are Deter-
Be Taxed to

Death,

| Practiced in

And Points Out Some Frightful Injustices

the Name of
Law.

John De Koven, the Vateran Banker, Opens
| Up on the Subject in Delightful
| Fashion.

South Town

Assessor Ambrose L. Thomas

7 Agrees with Mayor Swift and Makes

I
|
|

SO sy stem of taxatlon is infernal,
Psaled o0, AW, Potter, “What are eanlled
e mdildle nand poorer clitsses Know this
Lamd as 0 result they are getting vipwe
}1'--|‘ a revolution,  They will not cone
| e 1o live under sueh o system, They
wllove, ansd they nre vight o a great
[extent, the wenlthier elisses go free,
! while the poorer mast bhear the bhurden
ol wxation,”

Mr. Potrer was in the stidy of his
gray stone restdence on the Lake Bhore
drive and was spenking on the general
stthfeet of Mayor Swifts reply to W
T Baker ot the Convnereln] ¢*laly han.
auet, when be sabd what b ghven above,
Mrs Potrer aisenssed s length the suh.
Joet ot wnndeipal reform, with special
teference 1o taxation, aud at all polnrs

[LLEATS
Surroundinl by personal property at
whose value one conld only guess, b |

wits the clunpion of the eause of e |

Suggestions.

| with hifm mentally for o tew mluntes
[ ask Whnself 1 e would Hike o e
Lrrented the sme way, Here Ix g gold
vhones, then, for the appllention of the
golden role. 10 men only conld ger 1o
renlizing how others teel there would
e g clnee for etier govermment,

“Mayor Bwift sald one thing Inst
pight whieh will appeal to the feeling
of the whiddle elass, iF, 1 say agnln,
we iy so enll i, "Whoe pays briles
ror rennehives® 10 ds oot the ikl le
cliss,' "

“eNot o fmereupn yon, My,
Who does de the Inibing ¥

“That I8 for you o nuswer.
do I speciiienlly,

Pl present system of things paolitl-
il prevents business men from golng
Into publie e, Our system of elective
| franchise Is nearly fatal to the proper
Fwove rnment of Inrge eitles,  IF there

were only some way of running the

oty

I et

1 ado s to combine the towns of the [ advoeated the making puboe of the pee [ mnnlelpaliny on o business basis, ‘Uhers

CIEY Tt ome for pssessiient purposes,
Then T wonlkd have a Board of
ors, vaeh of whom shonld have g gowmd,
Dl selorvy, 1 alo not belleve in one As.
wessor for the whole eliy,

AT R

| enrries too el vesponsibility for one

i, not to mention  the  enorvmoms
atmonnt of work, T'he Assessors mlghit
seleet thele help feome the Real Estate

 Board amd got men of kKnowledge anld
PO ey,

“he Mayor Is vight in this, 1 Know
AIY WIS ssessiients creep inoun-
der the present system, Decause here
IT o depay

“Do you bhelfeve actually, Mr,
there s danger of o revolutlon s

“Yonu know," was the quick answer,
“how Hitle It mKes 1o set things In an
uprvs e, ol this thing we are dlsenssing
1= ot Hirtle,

sutmmer, when the stefke was on and o

wiohy wik bnening and destroying, there |

Wik sy mpaithy for the violent pets nml

for the petors In guarters where in

or s no way of fnding t out unil O days you did not find such syni

too hitte, The Assessorship Is now n po-
Httenl otfes for one year, smd the wmnn |
wha gets It ean®t know mueh about it
hefore his term s ended, 1t 1K ton vaxt
and oo Important for one man to hinn-
vl The axes of 4 community ought
to e Jookwd after more carefully than
almost anything else, It Ix o shanne
that an expert buyer can ‘huy' tack

Ctaxes for less than o man who hns nn

e doing such business vight nlong,
The system st be bettersd, e s
snee 1o be lmproved I ehanged ot all,

or B conlil not be worse than it is
now,”
JOHNN DE KOVEN'S CLEAR-CUT

VIEWS,

' The Veteran Bunker Gives His Ideas

on the Bubjeet,

dolm I Koven says: Unforiumtely
I am uble to tell how the Assesporm
diviide thely boodle,  Phere are un-
doubedly abuses in the serviee,  As-
[ Aemsments are not falely divided be-
tween the lnrge and small property
owners,  If there could e a Just ax.
sessient of all property It would so
ralse the total valuation the bomled In-

Cdebtedness could be Inereased IF the

Counell thought advisable,  Reputable
business men do not try more to e al-
dermen, nrgely beenuse of the ussocl-
utes they wonld encounter in the Coun-
il I the body was composed of re-
spectable, well-known business wmen,
nearly any one In Chicago requested 1o
do %0 by hls frlends would esteem it o
duty If not o privilege to ey for the po-
sitlon of alderman. In my ward are
many good men who might be selectd.
Among them are W, D, Kerfoot, J, N,
Jewett, T, R, Larabee, W, F. Keep,
and O, F, Faller, all well adapted for
the place, Business men who oceupy
sldewalks should be made to pay the
ety for the privilege. 1 do not think
the pollce are overpald, They may be
In individual cases, No franchise
should bg granted by the Counell with-
out some pecuniary return, No, I do
not care to be an alderwan,

went comparatively  free,
you, the poorer people Knew i,
10T ot xedd 8500 for this vesidence |

iy, People of what s eallid the
[ better el did not sy mueh, bhut thelr
fieed showed they did not condemn
strongly the spivit which prompted the
deeds, The terath was and I8 the great
middle aml boetter clnssies of the people
feel they are not gerting what they
shonld, and this feeling ix growing,
“We hiad inonr employ st one thine e
tween J000 aud GOoo wen, nearly all of
whom were teving to pay for their 1
te homes,  Under the inlgquitous sys.
e of taxation they pald the leyy to
the full iy, while the vicher peopte
nmd, mark

here amd o worklngman In o cottage
vhewhere i inxed ®25000, there oughit
1o be some way by whieh he can see |

L compelled 1o pay swhat 1 onght 1o
In the flest plaee there should he |

NIy,
o commission of well-qualitied and hon-
est nen to ix the value of realty in this
clty il the Tmprovements  thereon,
Phese values should be necessible 1o ali
wd then the poorer man can tell reml-
fly whether he Is paying more taxes In
proportion to the value of hig holding
than his richer nelghbor,

“The personnl property wax s another
thing of which the poorer people cow-
phnin,  There In diserimination,  T'he
fuets of the tax list ghould be made
Known amd then let the man who thinks
unjust disevimination has been made
come to my house or to Potter Palmer's
house and see If we have pald for what
s ours, as he hns been mnde to pay for
what Is his, ‘The poor prople Know the
present system Is a He, und that they
suffer by reason of I,

“The power wealth brings can be so
usedd that by Its means the rich need
not be made richer nor the poor poorer,
1 hate to say it, hut our government will
not hold together another century if
the prevalling sort of thing goes on.
Theve I8 not enough of putting onc's
self fn another's place In this world, If
a min who Is vich Is about to do some-
thing that will hurt the Interests of o

poorer nelghbor let him change phm-ul

Potter, |

I Know one year ago last [

[ son] property mx hooks ol the giving | ave some business men who conlil glve
Pol the vlght to the taxed poor an to
[fnd ot by nspeetton of the aetunl | would e mpossible for enongh of
froperty of s vicher nelghbor wliet -
Phee otties D er the tax e heen eopuitably adjusnsd | would form o hopeless minorvity, aml,
| ar not,

the thine o go into the Counell, bt

thian 1o get In to be of serviee, ey
Las Fare as they were coneeried, It would
b ot waste of thine,

“Ihere are men In the Commerelnl
LI who, 30 they conld be given the
power, conld ke hold of the ety gov-
ernnent amd run It on business peinel-
ples for fve Yonrs, sy, and ot the ewd
fof that time the munieipality wonl e
(Inoa better condition tuanclally and
| from o health standpolnt than ever e
fore.  Practieally overy wmn o the
Comnerelnl Clab i ndebted 1o Chi-
cingo: for whnt he s toadny.  Environ-
ment, ax mneh as personnl offort, has
alded hilm and he owes g dmty 1o the
ety which he should pay, hat how lie
can pay b under the exising ovder of
things Is a question. AN the memibvrs
wanld go In I they could aml work
Law I business coneerin Bote [werson
or people muast give up the thine o
think ot o weans of changlng ma-
ters, AR they now are we ave deift
Ing on to a revalution,

“It Ix an abeardity 1o have sisty-
vight Aldermen.  Let us hinve o greatly
redduesd number gd let there be legis-
lutlon 1o fix drmly the responsibiling
e well as the power on those who go
Into offlee in e Clty Hall,

“Special peivileges  should pid
for, and paid for well,  Great corpor-
tions shonld e mnde to pay In propor-
tion 1w what they get,  ‘Fhen, agaln,
e system should e devised o pueo-
ple who use the osdway  pavenen
should pay for it, The abutters shonkl
pay for putting it down, but many of
these abutters are poor and do not ride
In corviages, yet they are obliged 1o
pay for vepalving after the rleh wan's
vehiele lins worn the rondwany out,

“Phere ought to e some way to Hx
this matter, ‘The preseut system is un-
Just,  People ought not 1o e allowed
to block the walks with goods nor the
streets with wagons, Horses are pllow-
ed 1o stand along the curbs for houms,
an though Chleage were a  conuntry
town,

“Reform ought to be begun, und at
onee,  This mlk of Chlengo belng oo
young to reform these long standing
nbuses Is all vor. Bwift knows what is
wanted, Let him stie things, 1t will
e provoeciative of good,

“We need leglslation, of course, e
fivst step to that must be the sending
to Bpringticld of the vight kind of men
to see thit we get what we need.”

The Movernor of Kentucky only
promises 1,200 men for military service
iu the event of war with England. It
must have been his Intentlon to muster
in nobody beneath the rank of coloncl




